
 

 

  

 

A sanctuary for the protection and conservation of marine mammals is established in the waters under 
French sovereignty and jurisdiction in the French West Indies, that is to say the territorial seas and 
exclusive economic zones of the islands of Guadeloupe, Martinique, Saint-Barthelemy and Saint-
Martin.  

The given name of the sanctuary is « Agoa » in reference to the goddess of the sea in the Amerindian 
mythology.  

All year round, the tranquillity that the cetaceans find in the sanctuary should offer them the right 
conditions to feed, breed and raise their little ones. This is essential for these vulnerable, slow-
reproducing species.  

More than twenty species of cetacean notably humpback whale, sperm whale, bottlenose dolphins 
frequent the 143,256 km2 of the Agoa sanctuary. Some come to breed, like the humpback whale 
which migrates from the North Atlantic and is present in the sanctuary from December to May.  

Although those animals are often difficult to spot at sea they average 15/20 m in length and up to 40 
tonnes. 

Taking into account the racetracks around the island and the period of the year, the probability of 
a large whale (humpback or sperm whale) strike by a vessel is particularly high during the Regatta. 

 
The risk of collision is a serious concern. The St Barths Bucket and Agoa 

marine mammal sanctuary share with you some key recommendations in 
case of encounter. 

 
Maintain visual watch at all times. Whales are air-breathing mammals that 

must surface to get the air they need. At sea, marine mammal can be spotted 
by their blows - exhalation of water through the blowholes that looks like a 

small cloud of water and air from 1 to 2 m high. 
 

In case of a last-minute encounter, reduce your speed and sail away from the 
animal bypassing it from the rear. 
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If you are less than 300 m from them please follow the guidelines : 

- Sail away from the precautionary area at gradual speed and constant 
heading 

- If several vessels are in the area do not surround the animals; all 
vessels should be positioned on the same side and never separate a 
group 

 
 

 It is forbidden to approach a resting or jumping animal. 
 Animals should be approached from an oblique angle from the rear, your approach path 

gradually drawing parallel to that of the animals without ever overtaking them. 
 Manoeuvres should be done at less than 5 knots when entering, inside, or leaving the 

precautionary area (300 m around the group). 
 Put the vessel into neutral if the animals approach. 
 Stop watching if any individual shows signs of agitation. 

 
In France marine mammal are protected by law - Failure to comply with these rules 
disturbs the animals and offenders may be penalized (Ministerial Order 2011 & Prefectural 
Order 2013-065-0007, Art. 3) 
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